
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITp) STAGES DEPARTMENT of commerce 
Unitei Stales Paint ajrtl Trademark Office 
Addres>e€StWiSS\D^?R FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexa&driaJvirginia 22313-1450 
www.uspi/gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO 



10/796,370 



22879 



03/09/2004 



Charles N. Shaver 



7590 



12/12/2006 



HEWLETT PACKARD COMPANY 
P O BOX 272400, 3404 E. HARMONY ROAD 
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ADMINISTRATION 
FORT COLLINS, CO 80527-2400 



200314661-1 



2281 



EXAMINER 



SHIN, CHRISTOPHER B 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2181 

DATE MAILED: 12/12/2006 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/796,370 


Appticant(s) 

SHAVER ET AL. 


Examiner 

Christopher B. Shin 


Art Unit 

2181 





- The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 
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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 22 September 2006 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)KI This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) EI Claim(s) 2-13 and 15-29 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 11.15-20 and 23-29 is/are rejected. 
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Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The Amendment received September 22, 2006 has been entered and carefully 
considered. Claims 1 & 14 have been cancelled; claims 2-13 & 15-29 are pending in 
the application. The examiner notes that the applicant has amended the limitations of 
claims 2-13, 15-16 & 26-28. Claims 17-25 & 29 are original claims. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 2-10 are allowed. 

3. Claims 12-13, 21-22 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed September 22, 2006 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

a. On pages 10-14, argument regarding the 101 rejection, the 101 rejection 
was proper because the claims are not limited to tangible embodiments. In view 
of Applicant's disclosure, [0017], the medium is not limited to tangible 
embodiments. As such, the claims are not limited to statutory subject matter and 
are therefore non-statutory. To overcome this rejection the claims need to be 
amended to include only the physical computer media and not a transmission 
media or other intangible or non-functional media. 
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b. The applicant should update and understand the latest guidelines and 
policies regarding the 101 . For example, see the Interim Guidelines published in 
the Federal Register December, 20, 2005 and open for comments until June 30, 

2006 & Updated MPEP 2106.01. If the applicant disagrees with the Guidelines 

of the Patent & Trademark Office, the applicant should appeal to the Board. 
5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 11,1 5-20 and 23-29 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

6. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

7. Claims 24-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. As in claims 24-25, the limitations of claims 
24-25 lack practical application. In addition, the claimed "medium" includes 
"transmission media", as supported by the specification, i.e., [0017], is not a patentable 
subject matter. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
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the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



9. Claims 11, 15-20 & 23-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by 
or, in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Mclntyre et al. 

(6,229,538). 

a. In figure 1 & 10-15 and the accompanying description teaches the all 
claimed limitations that are functionally equivalent or substantially identical. 
Claims 11 15-16. 29 Mclntyre et al. (figures 1. 10-15) 

• A method for controlling a port comprising 

o Figure 13 

• A programmatically setting a mode control signal that identifies whether a port 
is to be in a power mode or a non-powered mode, 

o Figure 13, (1310) or (1318) 

• where the programmatically setting includes: displaying port configuration 
options including at least the power mode and the non-powered mode 

o figure13 

• allowing a user to make a configuration selection from the port configuration 
options for a selected port; and setting the mode control signal in accordance 
with the configuration selection 

o Column 14, lines 1-34 

• if the mode control signal indicates the powered mode, applying power to the 
port; if the mode control signal indicates the non-powered mode, 
disconnecting power to the port and configuration the port to the process data 
signals 

o feature of figures 13, column 13, lines 1-34 & 
column 16, lines 3-42 

• setting mode flag for the selected port in response to the configuration 
selection 

o feature of figure 10 & figure 13, column 13, lines 1- 
34 & column 16, lines 3-64 

• reading, during initialization of the port, the port mode flag and setting the 
mode control signal based on the port mode flag 

o feature of figure 10 & figure 13, column 13, lines 1- 
34 & column 16, lines 3-64 
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• the programmatically setting step includes generating an electrical signal to 
set the mode control signal 

o feature of figure 10 & figure 13, column 13, lines 1- 
34 & column 16, lines 3-64 



Claims 17-20, 23. 26-28 Mclntvre et al. (figures 1, 10-15) 



• A port having a plurality of pins configured to operably connect the system to 
an external device 

o Feature of ports on figure 1 3 

• A circuit operably connected to at least one pin in the port and configured to 
provide a signal processing function 

o Feature of figure 1 0 connected to port of figure 1 3 

• A port mode controller operably connected to the circuit and configured to 
change a mode of the circuit between providing the signal processing function 
and providing power; and 

o feature of figures 13, column 13, lines 1-34 & 
column 16, lines 3-42 

• A graphical user interface configured to allow a user to select a port 
configuration for the port including a powered mode and a non-powered 
mode, where the port mode controller changes the mode of the circuit based 
on the port configuration 

o Feature of figure 13, column 15, lines 27-34 

• The circuit includes a powered port logic configured to apply power to the at 
least one pin 

o feature of figures 13, column 13, lines 1-34 & 
column 16, lines 3-42 

• Programmatically selectable in respone to user selection option 

o Feature of figure 13, column 15, lines 27-34 

• where the port mode controller includes a switching logic configured to 
disconnect the signal processing function of the circuit and connect the 
powered port logic when the port configuration indicates the powered mode 

o feature of figures 13, column 13, lines 1-34 & 
column 16, lines 3-42 

• input/output controller chip configured to process input/output signals 
between the system and the port 

o feature of (310 and 320) 

• input/output controller being configured to generate a mode control signal that 
causes the port mode controller to change the mode of the circuit where the 
mode control signal is generated in accordance with the port configuration 

o feature of figure 10 & figure 13, column 13, lines 1- 
34 & column 16, lines 3-64 
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• the programmatically setting step includes generating an electrical signal to 
set the mode control signal 

o feature of figure 10 & figure 13, column 13, lines 1- 
34 & column 16, lines 3-64 



Claims 17-20. 23. 26-28 Mclntvre et al. (figures 1. 10-15) 



• A port having a plurality of pins configured to operably connect the system to 
an external device 

o Feature of ports on figure 1 3 

• A circuit operably connected to at least one pin in the port and configured to 
provide a signal processing function 

o Feature of figure 1 0 connected to port of figure 1 3 

• A port mode controller operably connected to the circuit and configured to 
change a mode of the circuit between providing the signal processing function 
and providing power; and 

o feature of figures 13, column 13, lines 1-34 & 
column 16, lines 3-42 

• A graphical user interface configured to allow a user to select a port 
configuration for the port including a powered mode and a non-powered 
mode, where the port mode controller changes the mode of the circuit based 
on the port configuration 

o Feature of figure 13, column 15, lines 27-34 

• The circuit includes a powered port logic configured to apply power to the at 
least one pin 

o feature of figures 13, column 13, lines 1-34 & 
column 16, lines 3-42 

• Programmatically selectable in respone to user selection option 

o Feature of figure 13, column 15, lines 27-34 

• where the port mode controller includes a switching logic configured to 
disconnect the signal processing function of the circuit and connect the 
powered port logic when the port configuration indicates the powered mode 

o feature of figures 13, column 13, lines 1-34 & 
column 16, lines 3-42 

• input/output controller chip configured to process input/output signals 
between the system and the port 

o feature of (310 and 320) 

• input/output controller being configured to generate a mode control signal that 
causes the port mode controller to change the mode of the circuit where the 
mode control signal is generated in accordance with the port configuration 

o feature of figure 10 & figure 13, column 13, lines 1- 
34 & column 16, lines 3-64 
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• a memory for storing the port configuration 

o figure 10 (1002, 1006) 

• a mode indicator configured to visually indicate the port configuration of the 
port 

o Feature of figure 13, column 15, lines27-34 
Claims 24-25 Mclntvre et al. (figures 1, 10-15) 

■ Providing a port mode option that indicates whether a port is to be in a powered 
mode; and 

o Figure 13 

■ Programmatically configured the port mode option based on a user selection where 
the port mode option is configured to cause logic to change an operation mode of 
the port 

o feature of figure 10 & figure 13, column 13, lines 1-34 & 
column 16, lines 3-64 

■ Determine the port mode 

o Figures 6, 10(310) 

■ Display an indicator that represents the port mode 

o Feature of figure 13, column 15, lines 27-34 



b. Since the teachings of Mclntyre reference, though the claimed invention 
and the Mclntyre reference are exactly ientical, as can be seen from above 
teaching details, teaches all of the functionally equivalent or substantially 
identical; therefore, it would have been anticipated by or, in the alternative, under 
35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Mclntyre reference to one skilled in the art to 
come up with the invention, for the reasons stated above. 

c. The examiner relies one the entire teachings of Mclntyre reference; 
therefore, the applicant should carefully consider the entire teachings before 
responding to this office action. 
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1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher B. Shin whose telephone number is 571- 
272-4159. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30-5:00 M,Tu,Th,F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Fritz Fleming can be reached on 571-272-4145. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Christopher Shin 
Primary Examiner 
Of 2181 



December 7, 2006 
cbs 




